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Conversion to Buddhism in Austria.
Socio-cultural and individual motivations and performative acts in the context of a resistant discourse.

Context and relevance of the project
The second half of the twentieth century and the first quarter of the twenty-first century are characterized by unprecedented socio-cultural transformations that require a considerable effort of adaptation and orientation from the affected generations of people in order to achieve a sense of life security. At the macro level, I understand this to mean security in the socio-economic organisation of life without poverty, experience of violence and exclusion. At the meso level, it means being accepted in social relationships, sometimes belonging to a community with shared worldviews and, at the micro level, a positive self-perception, freedom to shape one's identity, a search for meaning and a sense of purpose.
The question of what influence this threefold context has on the phenomenon of the conversion movement to Buddhism taking place in Austria will be investigated in this study.

State of research
Despite the fact that there has been a considerable number of conversions to Buddhism in Austria since the 1970s, there have been no analyses of the conversion aspect to date. Despite the state recognition of Buddhism as a religious community under public law in 1983, there are only a very small number of studies available, even on general topics relating to Buddhism in Austria.
The state of research is also modest when it comes to the specific forms of Buddhism here in comparison with non-European forms.
The same applies to the topic of conversion, where conversion to Buddhism appears to be atypical in both diachronic and synchronic comparisons.


Research question and method
The research question is essentially this:
Why and how does a wave of religious conversion to Buddhism occur in Austria?
What individual motivations lead to this and what socio-cultural transformation processes form the context for this conversion movement?
In addition, it should be analysed:
How does the first wave of conversions in the last quarter of the twentieth century differ quantitatively and qualitatively from the second wave in the first quarter of the twenty-first century?
How do the narratives that emerge in the course of conversion reflect the conversion processes and how do conversion steps shape the further development of identity narratives?

Of the existing conversion theories and methodological approaches, Lewis R. Rambo's heuristic model seems to me to be the most suitable for this study, because it is not limited to the individual factors of 'crisis, quest, encounter, interaction, commitment', but also emphasises the socio-culturally transformed context in which these conversion processes are embedded, and includes the various consequences of conversion in the final analysis.

Aim and innovative character of the project
The innovative character of the study results from the lack of conversion-related academic accounts (with the exception of autobiographical ones), which incidentally applies to Europe and also largely to North America.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The aim is, on the one hand, to present and analyse a phenomenon that has now been observed for less than a century and, on the other hand, to uncover the socio-cultural causes and compare the different motives of individuals for such a transformation of their identity construction.
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